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R   uth Fishman’s ability to create fun for kids out of just about any-
thing is well known to those familiar with Durham’s free sum-

mer program at Brandow Park. Last year’s frogs are a case in point.
“There were a lot of puddles and someone noticed that were 

small frogs in them,” recalls Fishman, who runs the program. “So we 
caught the frogs and had frog-jumping contests.”

And as for kids getting dirty, she doesn’t worry about it. Some 
of the younger ones love the sandbox, she says. “They make canals 
and trenches and pour water into them. By the end of the day they’re 
completely muddy but they’re having fun.”

Melinda King, the mother of three sons who attended the pro-
gram and who are now between 17 through 23, can attest to that. “Be-
ing boys, they loved playing in the sand,” she says. They also enjoyed 
many of the program’s other activities, which range from watermelon 
day and face-painting to hot dog roasts and kickball. “To me, the park 
program is a reminder of the simple pleasures we sometimes forget 
about,” King says.

Fishman “is definitely the spirit of the program,” King says. “It’s 
her heart and her love for the kids. And the kids know that.”

Myia Hulbert, a former participant who is now a student at the 
College of St. Rose, agrees. Fishman “gave everybody a chance, and 
no one was left out,” she says. “Everyone played with everyone.”  If 
there was a problem, Hulbert recalls, Fishman “would sit down with 
whoever was involved and get to the root of it. She never yelled at 
anybody.” 

Fishman took over the running of the program in 1987. At the 
time, she already had three children and later she had two more. Now 
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BROADBAND STILL LAGGING, 
BUT PROSPECTS IMPROVE

Greene County officials have identified Durham as the most 
underserved town in the county with regard to broadband, 

according to Supervisor Shawn Marriott. But he said in the 
town’s second Annual Report that he is hopeful that efforts now 
underway will turn Durham into a “flagship project.”

Marriott will discuss his report and answer questions at the 
town’s second annual meeting to be held on Saturday, June 11, at 
10:30 am at Brandow Park. Also speaking at the meeting, which 
is being organized by Durham Connect, a community group, will 
be Joe van Holsteyn, Highway Superintendent, and Bernard Riv-
ers, chair of Durham Connect.

All attendees will be given a ticket for a raffle, with the 
prizes being free dinners contributed by Furlong’s, the Sham-
rock House, and Nellie's. Coffee, provided by the Milk Run, and 
doughnuts will be on offer. Kids are welcome. Last year’s annual 
meeting was attended by 70-80 residents.

Marriott said he and Patty Handel, Durham’s County Leg-
islator, have met with officials of the county and Mid-Hudson 
Cable, the town’s broadband provider, as well as State Senate and 
Assembly officials, in an attempt to speed up broadband fund-
ing and access. The town is hoping to receive money set aside 
for broadband in the American Rescue Plan Act, a bill passed by 
Congress last year to assist in recovery from the Covid epidemic.

Marriott blamed state regulations, now lifted, for the fact 
that Mid-Hudson didn’t extend broadband in the town as quickly 
as planned this past year. 

He praised the Broadband Working Group of Durham Con-
nect for its efforts. “Our broadband committee has done a fantas-
tic job of providing data and mapping, which has put us in first 
place to be ready to start utilizing funds to move forward with the 
project,” he said. 
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 Supervisor will present report, 
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Kids and parents learned about reptiles during a program presented 
by Jessica Shea last year.  
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a youthful looking 62, she’s a teacher at 
the Grapeville Christian School. 

In the early years, Fishman recalls, 
there were 70 to 80 kids in the six-week, 
five-day-a-week program, which always 
starts in early July. About 50 to 60 par-
ticipants is more typical these days, she 
says, fairly evenly divided between boys 
and girls. Information on the program 
will be available on the town website in 
June (www.durhamny.com) and parents 
can sign their children up by going to 

Brandow Park on the first day. Fishman is assisted by five counselors 
and often, on an informal basis, by parents.

Officially children have to be 5 to join, but younger children can 
attend if a parent stays with them, which many do. There is no age 
limit, but Fishman says kids typically drop out around 14 when they 
are old enough to get jobs. Some stay on as counselors, who get paid 
$15 an hour. One of Fishman’s daughters is now head counselor.

Fishman says she has three rules for the program: Stay within the 
park; No bad language; and Don’t hurt anyone. “I’m not scary,” she 
says. “But they have to follow the rules.” 

One thing she encourages is learning to swim, with parents’ per-
mission. Mine Kill State Park, where program participants go by bus 
once or twice a week, offers free swimming lessons. On Mine Kill 
days, the program runs from 9 to 4; on other days it’s 9 to noon.

Parents often cite the Mine Kill trips as among their kids’ favor-
ite activities. Years ago, recalls Scott Hulbert, Myia Hulbert’s father, 
swimming lessons used to be available at some of the local resorts, 
but since they stopped, “There’s nothing really for kids to do,” he 
says. The summer program, he says, helps to fill the gap. 

Town Updates: For the latest information on government meetings and other events, ask to be put on the town email blast list by writing to  
Janet Partridge, townclerk@durhamny.com. Email blasts are sent out roughly once a month. 

Durham Connect: Check out weekly postings about local events and news of our activities at www.facebook.com/groups/durhamconnect. Volunteer by contacting 
Bernard Rivers (bernard.rivers@gmail.com), chair, or Joan Breslin (breslinj@crcsd.org), deputy chair.

Durham Courier: The Courier is produced by volunteer members of Durham Connect. Layout done by Otto Ohle, www.ottoohle.com. If you are currently receiving 
a physical copy of the newsletter but would be happy with a PDF version, please email us at durhamcouriereditor@gmail.com with the address on your copy and the 

email address to which the electronic version should be sent.

The Town of Durham
 7309 State Route 81, East Durham, NY 12423    P: 518-239-6122    F: 518-239-4140    www.durhamny.com

Supervisor – Shawn Marriott - supervisormarriott@durhamny.com                  Court Clerk – Chris Kohrs - ckohrs@nycourts.gov  
Town Clerk/Tax Collector – Janet Partridge - townclerk@durhamny.com    Highway Superintendent – Joe van Holsteyn - hwysuper@durham.com 
Building Inspector – David Cunningham - durhambldg@durhamny.com      Assessor – Nancy Wyncoop-Bower - assessor@durhamny.com 
Police Department – Thomas Sutton - durhampd@durhamny.com                 Animal Control – Cheryl Baitsholts - 518-728-8082
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(...)FUN & FROGS

The Town of Durham has had at least three newspapers in the past.
P. T. Hoagland came to Oak Hill from Gilboa in the spring of 

1894 and established a weekly newspaper, the Oak Hill Record, pub-
lished on Wednesdays. “He has a well-equipped plant with ample fa-
cilities for handling the constantly increasing circulation of his paper, 

and his advertising department is 
both popular and profitable,” the 
author of Dear Old Greene Coun-
ty wrote. The paper consisted of 
one page of newsprint (24 x 36 
inches), printed on both sides and 
folded in the middle. Subscrip-

tions were $1 per year.  Readers could subscribe to both the Albany 
Journal and the Record for $2 per year.

Carl Ratch, who was born in Cornwallville and graduated 
from Greenville High in the class of 1930, was editor-in-chief of 
the school’s Greenville Gargoyle.  In the 1930s he published a news-
paper called the Oak Hill Acorn (motto: “The Kernel of the News”) at 
his Rural Press in East Durham.

Hazel Dean, wife of Lawrence Dean, the owner of Dean’s Mills, 
in the 1950s put out the Penny Pincher, a two-page publication that 
came through the mail—US postage 2 cents. Frank Vedder, Hazel’s 
grandson, remembers she had a Penny Pincher room in her house and 
paid the grandchildren to help assemble and fold the paper, which she 
typed on a typewriter and ran off on a press at home. It was print-
ed on pink, blue, yellow, or green paper. The paper claimed a circu-
lation of “nearly 3000,” and its circulation area included Oak Hill, 
Preston Hollow, Potter Hollow, Medusa, South Westerlo, Greenville, 
Durham, Freehold, Cornwallville, East Durham, Cairo, Acra, South 
Cairo and Rensselaerville.
–Mary Lou Nahas, town historian
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Hulbert, who is a member of the Durham Town Board, says he 
would be “totally against” charging for the program, as happens in 
some other towns. This year’s town budget allots $13,600 for the pro-
gram. “People pay taxes and this is one thing we can give back to 
them,” he says.

Christine McIlhenny, who attended the program herself and 
who has two daughters who go, feels the same. Is it worth taxpayer 
money? “Yes, absolutely,” she says. “There is nothing else like it.”  
-Karen R. Rivers

Making mud and having fun at Brandow park.

Ruth Fishman and 
her granddaughter Jovi
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THANKS, SENIORS

JOHN HULL, FRIEND TO ALL

Have you ever stopped at the traffic light in Greenville and noticed 
the ducks in the pond? Did you know that they come from one 

special place, Durham, and one special guy, John Hull? Hull is a retired 
farmer who dedicates a lot of his time to volunteering in our community, 
including planting flowers, delivering pies, and of course, bringing the 

ducks to the Greenville pond. 
Hull’s family has lived in Durham 
for close to 250 years. He attended 
Durham Elementary School and 
later Cornell University, where he 
studied dairy farming and took vet 
courses. He then ran his family’s 
farm for over thirty years. While 
running the farm, he gave tours for 
local nursery schools and helped 
deliver a couple of calves for local 
farmers. If you attended Durham 
Elementary, you probably remem-
ber getting caterpillars and watch-

ing them grow into butterflies. John Hull is the guy to thank for that, too! 
Hull also delivers pies baked by his wife Charlene to elderly folks 

around the area. He doesn’t just deliver the pies and leave, but instead 
takes the time to sit and talk, giving people some company while they 
enjoy a slice of homemade pie—something they couldn’t get enough of, 
especially during the pandemic. 

Hull brings the ducks to the Greenville pond because he knows 
how happy it makes other people. He used to bring them at the end of 
May, but has started bringing them earlier and earlier. The employees at 
the National Bank of Coxsackie keep an eye on them over the summer. 
When it’s time to take them home for the winter, which they spend at 
Hull’s house, sometimes they don’t want to leave. Hull has a special 
trick for that, though. He takes some rope, pulls it tight on both sides of 
the pond, and slowly pushes the ducks out of the water. 

 “John Hull is a great example of who we should want our youth to 
admire and want to emulate,” says Chris Kohrs, co-owner and operator 
of The Milk Run. “He is always there to help when in need.”

Erin Hoyt, who has known Hull for most of her life, notes among 
other things Hull’s flower planting efforts. “I enjoy seeing his signature 
pink petunias around town,” she says. “He is always in a good mood, has 
a funny joke to share, and is always available to lend a hand. He truly is 
someone to look up to, and someone I greatly admire.”  
–Brenna Rustick

BRIGHTER GOLDEN YEARS

They are called the Golden Years. Yeah, right! If you are lucky 
enough to have the house paid off, the kids happily settled, 

and a good retirement plan, then you are set and your years will 
indeed be golden. For many, however, “The Golden Years” may 
not be as shiny as hoped. 

If you are a senior in Durham and suddenly find yourself 
just squeezing by, there is help. This includes those of you who 
wish to stay in your homes, but due to circumstances beyond 
your control—illness for instance—worry that that dream may 
not be possible. 

Enter the Greene County Department of the Aging, which 
offers all kinds of assistance. You can call them at 518-719-3555 
or visit them at the Greene County Department of Human Ser-
vices at 411 Main St. in Catskill. You can also email them at ag-
ing@discovergreene.com. Their website is: www.greenegovern-
ment.com/departments/human-services-greene-gov/elderly.

According to Therese McGee Ward, executive director of 
the department and a resident of Durham, “The greatest need for 
one senior isn’t the same for another.”  As an example, she cites 
someone who is homebound and in need of help to bathe every 
other day, versus someone who wants to socialize and exercise 
by going to a yoga class at a senior center.  

McGee Ward also notes that there are several places that 
serve lunch to seniors. Acra Community Center serves a hearty 
lunch from 12 noon to 1 p.m. Monday through Friday. She cau-
tions, however, that “Unfortunately, because of Covid-19, staff-
ing has become an issue. I advise seniors to call our office before 
making plans to visit one of our centers or find a ride.” 

For those of you who can't leave home, the department of-
fers meals delivered to your home. If you can get around, there 
is also transportation to certain centers so you can have social 
interaction while enjoying lunch. In addition, there are nutrition, 
education, and many other services available. 

If you are struggling to pay for vital services such as heat 
and light there is HEAP, a special program for low-income resi-
dents, while SNAP offers aid with food costs. Also available are 
legal services, as well as Alzheimer's disease resources, diabetes 
information, and information on senior citizen housing.

And don’t forget the brighter side of life. In Durham, for 
example, local pubs and organizations offer bingo, line dancing 
and trivia nights. So go have some fun! 
–Anne Macpherson

May is national Older Americans Month, a time set aside to 
express thanks to seniors who have been active in their 

communities. This year, two Durham residents, Mary Lou Na-
has and Linda Sutton, have been singled out for their contribu-
tions.

Nahas, of Oak Hill, was designated Greene County Senior 
Citizen of the Year for contributions including helping to organize 
Oak Hill Day and serving as a history columnist for local news 
organizations. Sutton, of Cornwallville, was given the Outstanding 
Contribution by a Senior Citizen Award for efforts including head-
ing the Durham Task Force, which organizes the July 4th parade. 

The two were to be honored at a County Legis-
lature meeting on May 18. 

“In times where volunteerism has taken a 
drastic downward spiral, the two of them seem to 
be doing more and more for our community,” said 
Patty Handel, Durham’s county legislator, who was 
slated to present the awards. “They are two of the 
most dedicated pillars of the town, giving freely of 
their time and knowledge. They have lived through 
many changes in our community and keep up with 
them all."

Mary Lou Nahas

Linda Sutton
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(...) BROADBAND STILL LAGGING

Marriott’s full comments, as well as 
those of van Holsteyn and Rivers, can be 
found in the town’s second Annual Report at 
the town website: www.durhamny.com. 

Van Holsteyn noted in his remarks that 
while the town experienced only a normal 
amount of snow during the past winter, there 
were many ice storms. This incurred add-
ed expense for salt, and posed dangers for 
his crews. “They are driving quarter-mil-

lion-dollar vehicles and it’s nerve-wracking,” he said. 
One big project for the upcoming summer, van Holsteyn said, is 

installing permanent replacements for two culverts on Hervey Street 
Road that washed out during a heavy rainstorm. Another is to finish 
paving the top part of Sutton Road, which he estimated will cost over 
$200,000. 

Durham Connect, which was established to help implement the 
recommendations in the Durham 2020 Comprehensive Plan, moved 
forward on several fronts according to Rivers. In addition to produc-
ing the broadband report it continued to publish the town newsletter, 
proposed a master plan for enhancing the town website, sponsored a 
second flu-shot clinic, and organized a training session on cemetery 
headstone cleaning.

In November, Durham Connect was presented with an Ellen 
Rettus Planning Achievement Award by the Greene County Legisla-
ture. The group was cited as “an innovative example of how a town 
government and residents…can work collaboratively to further their 
shared goals.”

Marriott also talked in the Annual Report about the problems 
brought about by the continuing influx of new residents. One of the 
most contentious debates of the past year has been over the proposed 
Bosque development, which would bring a dozen homes and a small 
communal farm operation to the hamlet of Cornwallville. The plan 
received town board preliminary approval in April, but a group of 
residents has brought a suit seeking to block the project. 

“The issue of newcomers is still extremely polarizing in our 
town,” Marriott said. “It has gotten worse in the last few months. We 
need to find a way to strike a balance with welcoming new people 
into our community and protecting our core values and way of life.”

SUMMER'S A GO!
Durham will offer residents and visitors events ranging from 

live music to yard sales to parades this summer. There are new 
restaurants to check out as well as old favorites to re-visit, and new 
local products on offer at farmers’ markets and elsewhere. So get 
ready to have a good time.

East Durham Irish Music Festival: May 28-29
Durham 4th of July Parade: July 2
Irish Arts Week: July 10-16
Grey Fox Bluegrass Festival: July 13-17
Oak Hill Day: July 23
Cornwallville Day: August 27
Ongoing: Film nights will be back at Brandow Park, 
schedule to be announced. 

For more information, visit the Durham Connect Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/groups/durhamconnect) and local websites.

Marriott said that house sales continue to set records and so far 
have shown no signs of cooling down. He also said that short-term 
rentals through Airbnb are “a very large, growing trend” and regu-
lations “are going to have to be something our town looks into in 
the near future.” He said he doesn’t support the re-establishment of 
a town Planning Board, as some have proposed. “The majority of 
people in this town are happy with having the [town] board act as the 
planning board,” he said. “People who do not like decisions made by 
the board want a planning board.”

With regard to the Durham Historic Preservation Commission, 
which became embroiled in the Bosque debate, he said that the board 
“must look into the laws governing the committee and iron out some 
clarification issues and update the law.” The chair of the Commission 
was not re-appointed, and three members recently resigned.

On other matters, Marriott said that the town has received the 
first $136,000 of approximately $290,000 in ARPA funds that can be 
used to benefit the town, but has not yet made any decisions on how 
best to use it.  A committee has provided recommendations including 
upgrading Brandow Park, improving the town website, possibly re-
locating the Reading Room, assisting organizations whose fundrais-
ing was hampered by Covid, and introducing video coverage of town 
meetings. 

Shawn Marriott


