
FIRST ANNUAL MEETING
SET FOR JUNE 5

Sergeant Thomas Sutton, Officer-in-Charge of the Durham Po-
lice Force, says that the best way to hear about possible sourc-

es of trouble in town is to make regular visits to spots where locals 
congregate. “I don’t go to bars but I stop in at places like the Milk 
Run and Lawyer’s,” he says. “Sometimes people won’t call you 
but they’ll come up to you in a place like that and tell you things. 
That’s community policing.”

Sutton should know: he’s been on the force for more than 50 
years. After joining as a part-time constable while still working on 
the family farm, he has seen Durham go from a rollicking resort 
town with 22 bars in the 1970s to the quieter area residents and  
second-home owners know today. In those earlier years, Sutton 
says, Saturday night customers of the Shamrock House who were 
in search of entertainment brought chairs over to the firehouse, 
which served as a temporary courthouse, to watch the proceed-
ings. On a typical night, he says, “there would be a half-dozen or 
so cases brought before the judge. Usually they were for being 
drunk or disorderly.” 

Policing today, he says, is more likely to involve drugs, men-
tal health, domestic disputes, and problems of the elderly. Recent-
ly, members of the department found an older man who had wan-
dered off from his home and an older woman who had fallen in her 
house and was lying on the floor with a broken hip. 
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(Continued on page 2)
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The Durham Police Force: Matt Miller, Ray Miller, Tom Sutton, John VanTassel, 
Michael Scary.
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All Durham residents are invited to hear 
talks by town officials, meet their neighbors, 

and participate in a raffle
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Come to Durham’s newest town initiative: an annual meet-
ing on Saturday, June 5, at Brandow Park. In addition to 

hearing about what’s going on in town, everyone who attends 
will be given a free ticket for a raffle. The prize will be a bas-
ket prepared by the Durham Task Force that will include gift 
certificates donated by town businesses. The event will also 
offer a chance to make new acquaintances and to meet your 
elected officials.

“The meeting is a good way to come together as a town and 
for those of us in elected positions to hear residents’ ideas and 
concerns,” Town Supervisor Shawn Marriott said.

The meeting is being organized by Durham Connect, a vol-
unteer community organization set up to help implement the 
recommendations in the 2020 Comprehensive Plan.

Marriott and Highway Superintendent Joe van Holsteyn 
will review the past year and outline plans for the coming 
months. Joan Breslin, chair of Durham Connect, who is also 
a member of the town board, will give a report on the group’s 
activities.

The meeting, which will begin at 10:30 am, will include a 
question-and-answer session. It will be followed by free coffee 
and doughnuts, the raffle, and an opportunity to meet and min-
gle with officials and neighbors. All attendees will be required 
to observe whatever Covid protocols are then in place. 

Kids are welcome; they can have fun on the pirate ship and 
other playground attractions.

Reports by Marriott, van Holsteyn and Breslin are sum-
marized on page 4 and are available in full at the town website 
(www.durhamny.com).  n

A past 4th of July parade.
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There’s a cost, of course, to such care. The Durham town bud-
get this year includes $105,518 for the police force, all part-time 
employees. Many towns have opted to have the county sheriff’s 
department take over law enforcement, but Durham officials con-
tinue to believe in the value of a local force.

Town Supervisor Shawn Marriott notes that if the police 
hadn’t checked on the woman who fell, “Who knows how long 
she would have been there? That one incident alone makes having 
a local force worthwhile.” He adds, “Dollar for dollar, we could 
not get the same personal service from any other agency.” 

John Quirk, owner of the East Durham Hardware Store, 
echoes Marriott’s comments. If something happens, he says, local 
police “know where to start and who to talk to. You can’t put a 
price on that.”

Quirk praises Sutton’s ability to deal with young people in a 
quiet but effective way. On one occasion about 20 years ago when 
Quirk and his wife Suzanne were running Lawyer’s General Store, 
he recalls, he caught a boy of about 10 stealing some candy. “Tom 
came and we saw him talking to the boy but we couldn’t hear what 
was being said,” he says. “But later we received a letter from the 
boy apologizing for what he’d done. He also came in with his par-
ents and we were reimbursed.” The boy, he says, went on to finish 
high school and embark on a successful career.

Sutton says that most local young people he encounters in the 

course of his work are far from hardened criminals. “It’s mostly 
small stuff, like speeding,” he says. “I usually give them two or 
three chances. I was a kid once.”

Brenna Rustick, a recent graduate of St. Rose College who 
hopes to attend law school, experienced Sutton’s kindness first-
hand when her car hit and killed a deer after dark two weeks after 
she got her license. “When you first have your license there are 
certain restrictions, like you’re not supposed to drive after 9 pm,” 
she recalls. “But I’d been visiting some cousins and I lost track 
of time.” She called 911, and Tom Sutton and another officer re-
sponded. Together they ascertained that the car could be driven but 
the other officer told her, “You’re not supposed to be driving.’” 
Instead of giving her a hard time, however, Rustick says, “Tom 
said he’d drive me home in my car, and he did. He didn’t have to 
do it; he was just being nice.”

In recognition of such actions over 50 years of service, the 
Greene County Legislature presented Sutton with a citation in 
2019 citing “his high level of professionalism, together with his 
genuine concern for the lives of all citizens.”

John Quirk was a member of the Durham Police Reform 
Committee (part of a state-mandated initiative in the wake of the 
police killing of a Black man in Minneapolis) which recently re-
viewed the town’s practices. According to Quirk, the department 
has received no complaints in recent years and does more annual 
training than is required. The committee decided, however, that 
going forward the town should institute a formal complaint proce-
dure and ensure regular anti-bias training.

Marriott, who also serves as Durham’s Police Commission-
er and is a Greene County deputy sheriff, says the recommenda-
tions, which were approved in March, “will allow a more open and 
transparent view” into the complaint process.

He can count on Sergeant Sutton, whom he describes as “ded-
icated to the town of Durham,” to show the way.   

           — Karen Rivers

(...) KEEPING DURHAM SAFE
Tom Sutton, 
then and now..

Town Updates: For the latest information on government meetings and other events, ask to be put on the town email blast list by writing 
to Janet Partridge, townclerk@durhamny.com. Email blasts are sent out roughly once a month.  

Durham Courier: Starting with this issue, as a cost-saving measure, we are sending the newsletter as a PDF to residents for whom we have email addresses.  
If you have received this issue as a PDF but would prefer a printed copy, email us your request and mailing address to durhamcouriereditor@gmail.com. 

If you have received a physical copy but would he happy with a PDF, please email us with the address on your copy  
and the email to which the electronic copy should be sent. And let us know if you have comments, questions, or suggestions for future articles. 

The Durham Courier was produced by volunteer members of Durham Connect, with thanks to Dorothée Walliser for the design.

The Town of Durham
 7309 State Route 81, East Durham, NY 12423    P: 518-239-6122    F: 518-239-4140    www.durhamny.com

Supervisor – Shawn Marriott    518-239-6122 ext 5  supervisormarriott@durhamny.com
Town Clerk/Tax Collector – Janet Partridge  518-239-6122 ext 1  townclerk@durhamny.com
Building Inspector – David Cunningham  518-239-6987 ext 4  durhambldg@durhamny.com
Assessor – Nancy Wyncoop-Bower   518-239-8362 ext 2  assessor@durhamny.com
Court Clerk – Chris Kohrs    518-239-8260 ext 3  ckohrs@nycourts.gov
Animal Control – John VanTassel   518-965-3828  jvantassel34@gmail.com
Highway Superintendent – Joe van Holsteyn  518-239-4501   hwysuper@durhamny.com
Police Department – Thomas Sutton   518-239-6310  durhampd@durhamny.com

Keep the Durham Courier Coming
The Durham Courier needs your financial help. The town has appropriated $2,000 this year for printing and mailing the  

newsletter, but that still leaves a shortfall of about $600. Please help with a donation of any amount.  
Checks should be made out to “Town Clerk” with a note “For the Durham Courier” and sent to: Town Clerk, Town of Durham,  

7309 State Route 81, East Durham, NY 12423. Thanks. We’re counting on you.
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The 4th of July parade is back! The parade, which was canceled 
last year because of Covid, will kick off in East Durham at 11 

am on Saturday, July 3rd. Bands, floats, and free hot dogs and ice 
cream will be the order of the day, all organized by the Durham 
Task Force. Some modifications to allow for social distancing will 
be in effect.

Local resorts will be open, as will the Zoom Flume, which 
remained closed last year because of the virus. The East Durham 
Irish Music Festival, May 29-30, will be virtual, but many local 
resorts are planning live music for the Memorial Day weekend. 
Irish Arts Week, July 11-17 will also be virtual. The Grey Fox 
Bluegrass Festival, normally held in July, will not take place this 
year. Yard sales will be held on Oak Hill Day, July 31, and Corn-
wallville Day, August 28, with the extent of other activities still to 
be determined. 

Officials were still weighing whether to go ahead with the 
town's free six-week program for kids at Brandow Park, slated 
to start on July 5. The Greene County Youth Fair, to be held July 
22-25 at Angelo Canna Town Park in Cairo, will be back as an 
in-person event but with some modifications.

Check the town website, event and business websites, and lo-
cal Facebook pages for up-to-date information. n

SUMMER FUN RETURNS

 Durham did not have a town building until 1973. Be-
fore that, board meetings, clerk’s work and tax collection 
were done at the home of the individual who served as town 
clerk. A metal sign would be attached to the house identi-
fying it as the place to come to conduct town business. On 
January 1, 1946, Mary Wade was appointed clerk. Her diary 
records how the safe, desk, and town papers were moved to 
the home she shared with her husband, Les. The Wades in-
stalled a telephone on Jan. 8.  Later they went to Albany to 
purchase a typewriter on which to type minutes and reports. 

The town clerk sold 
dog, hunting, fish-
ing and marriage 
licenses. Mary (and 
Les, who was dep-
uty clerk) also typed 
monthly reports, is-
sued permits to bury 
the dead, and helped 
prepare for elections 
(voting was held at 
the East Durham 
Firehouse). On Jan-

uary 2, Mary recorded “not much business yet.” On March 
30 she wrote about getting the front room of her house ready 
for the Town Board Meeting. The supervisor delivered her 
paychecks to her home and at the end of the year the auditor 
spent several days there going over the books.                        

  – Mary Lou Nahas, town historian

C
O

R
N

E
R

HISTORY 

AN EARLY HOME OFFICE
FARMING OUR FORESTS

We live in a landscape that is 
a part of the great North-

ern Forest, which stretches from 
Maine to the Adirondacks. The 
more we can learn about how 
to extract value from the land 
in new and sustainable ways, 
the more we can help protect 
our farming community and add 
economic growth to our town. 

When the Durham area was 
first settled in the 1700s, clear-
ing land and building shelter 
were the first needs. Small farms 

and woodlots could then be established. Later, fields were cleared 
for the pastures that would eventually be the home of dairy herds, 
beef herds, and sheep. Today, hay from the Durham Valley is still 
considered premium.

The vast early woodlands were also productive and full of 
food: wild game; sap and syrup from the maple and birch trees; 
and abundant mushrooms, fruit and herbs. Over the years, howev-
er, less “farming” focus was placed on the forests. They were al-
ways a source of food from hunting and wood for building, but less 
attention was paid to other ways the forest could produce income. 

Today this has changed, aided by the Agroforestry Resource 
Center on Route 23. The Center, which is part of Cornell Coopera-
tive Extension (ccecolumbiagreene.org), is an invaluable resource 
for anyone—from long-time farmers to complete beginners—who 
is interested in learning more about agroforestry as well as agricul-
ture and horticulture. It supports a diverse menu of workshops and 
programs and also conducts research. 

Agroforestry is well suited to our landscape and region. Ac-
cording to Tracey Testo, Agroforestry Program Coordinator at the 
Resource Center, one example is the growing of shitake mush-
rooms. The mushrooms are recognized as a crop by the USDA, 
and tax exemptions are available to any farmer whose gross in-
come from them is over $1,000. 
Mushroom-related micro industries 
include cutting and supplying logs 
for growing mushrooms, pre-inocu-
lating mushroom logs, log-stacking 
in growing areas, sales and distribu-
tion of fresh mushrooms, and val-
ue-added mushroom products. 

Though maple sap and syrup 
are probably the best-known prod-
ucts from the forest, there are also 
many others: wild mushrooms, soft 
and hard fruits, herbaceous plants 
including ginseng, and wood products from logging. The Agrofor-
estry Center has expertise in these areas, as well as in wood lot 
management and chainsaw safety.  

Descendants of some of Durham’s first farmers continue to 
work that same land today. To be able to join them in the effort 
to make productive and sustainable use of the land is a privilege  
for us all.             — Anne Kennedy

Both fields and woods yield crops.

Farmed mushrooms growing 
on prepared logs.

In 1925 Marian Woodward was the 
Town Clerk. Here she is sitting on her 
front porch with the Town Clerk sign 
in the background. Two unidentified 
individuals are seated to her left. 
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DURHAM CONNECT
By Joan Breslin, Chair of Durham Connect & town board member

Durham Connect’s purpose is to help implement the recommen-
dations of the Durham 2020 Comprehensive Plan. It consists of a 
Chair (from the town board), a Deputy Chair (from the community), 
and several volunteer working groups. Its accomplishments to date:
- Improve communications: The first issue of the town newsletter 
was mailed in November. The town’s first annual report has been 
compiled and will be discussed at an annual meeting on June 5.
- Increase community activities: No action yet owing to Covid.
- Enhance economic development: A flu-shot clinic took place in 
Oak Hill on October 3. A proposal is being developed to improve 
online access to information on starting a business and on build-
ing-code requirements.
- Advocate for improved broadband: In December, a free WiFi 
hotspot was set up in the town barn parking lot that can be accessed 
24/7. A report on broadband availability within Durham is due soon.
- Improve historic preservation: Plans are being developed to clean 
and repair Durham cemetery headstones. Data is being compiled for 
enhanced history pages at the town’s website.
- Administer Durham Connect: This recently established group will 
seek donations for Durham Connect’s work.

We encourage full-time residents and second-home-owners, to 
participate in Durham Connect. Contact Joan Breslin (breslinj@
crcsd.org) or Bernard Rivers (bernard.rivers@gmail.com). n

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
By Joe van Holsteyn, Highway Superintendent 

One impact of Covid when it started last March was that at first 
we had to go to 50 percent of us working at a time. That way, if 
someone was in contact with someone with Covid we didn’t lose 
the whole crew. Fortunately, no one got sick, then or later.  After 
that period, we went back to the full crew working together in the 
garage, but we practiced social distancing. Now we are all working 
on getting vaccinated.  

In the end we had a really good summer and got all our planned 
road projects completed. Those included paving the top end of 
Cornwallville Road and continuing our project on Allen Teator 
Road, which involved putting down a base blacktop. We will put 
a topcoat of oil and stone to seal it. We also repaved the pavilion at 
Brandow Park and installed new playground equipment. 

We try to do everything we can in-house, rather than hiring out-
side contractors, to save the town money. We also do all of our own 
maintenance, which keeps costs down. 

Our docket for this year includes repaving Sunside Road and 
paving Cochrane Road from County Route 20 to the bridge after 

Cunningham Road. n

TOWN OF DURHAM
By Shawn Marriott, Town Supervisor

The pandemic changed the way we conducted 
our twice-monthly public meetings. Initially we 
used a free telephone-based conference software. 
Later, we moved to a video conferencing service. 

Even after we’re back to in-person meetings we will definitely 
continue to have some kind of remote option. 

The pandemic made broadband even more of a priority. I’ve 
been in contact with Mid-Hudson Cable, the town’s Internet pro-
vider, which recently sent out a list of almost 15 road miles which 
will have Internet capability added within the next year. 

The other big change brought about by the pandemic is the in-
flux of new people. Whether or not that’s a good thing depends on 
how you look at it. You have people saying now that we’ve got so 

many newcomers that it’s going to turn the town into something 
else. The majority of the town is not in favor of zoning. But the 
number of second-home owners could go up. What happens then? 
We don’t know. 

From a town supervisor perspective, and looking at it fiscally, 
families coming into the area and buying homes that were previ-
ously not lived in, or buying new homes, mean jobs.  And, we’re 
increasing the population to the point where Mid-Hudson, which 
used to say, “Hey, we can’t increase Internet because there aren’t 
enough houses,” is recognizing that now we have enough houses. 

Looking ahead, the tax assessor is working on a town-wide re-
assessment, and she is revaluing the town’s commercial properties 
including GlaxoSmithKline. Payment-in-lieu-of-taxes for GSK is 
supposed to end at the end of this year [thus putting them back on 
the tax roll]. I’m optimistic, but I’m not going to depend on it. n

This year's big  
purchase: a $239,000 
snowplow.

ANNUAL REPORTS IN BRIEF (Full reports at www.durhamny.com)


