
Durham Connect report to the town board for the 6 December 2022 meeting 
 
 
This is my last Durham Connect report to the town board – my term of office ends on 
December 31, and I’m not seeking reappointment. 
 
As you know, Durham Connect is led by a Chair and a Deputy Chair, one from the community 
and one from the town board, with both being appointed by the town board.  
 
Durham Connect’s role is to help implement the recommendations in the Durham 2020 
Comprehensive Plan, which were as follows: improve communications; increase community 
activities; enhance economic development; advocate for improved broadband and cell phone 
coverage; encourage better property maintenance; and improve historic preservation. 
 
Durham Connect has had some significant successes. In particular: 

• It has produced five issues of a town newsletter, The Durham Courier. 

• It has produced two town annual reports. 

• It has organized two well-attended town annual meetings. 

• It has produced a proposed master plan for enhancing the town website. 

• It has established community groups to hear talks on local history topics, to go hiking on 
local trails, and to meet at a coffee shop to chat about life in Durham. 

• It has organized two flu-shot clinics. 

• It has produced a report with detailed findings and recommendations regarding 
broadband availability within Durham. 

• It has organized a free WiFi hotspot. 

• It has organized training sessions on how to clean and repair Durham cemetery 
headstones. 

• It has conducted research for enhanced history pages and maps at the town’s website. 
Some or all of this will be handed over to the town around the end of the year. 

• It has established a Durham Connect Facebook page. 

• It has found and introduced to the town clerk a web expert who is working with her on 
developing a town Facebook page. 

 
However, we have found it increasingly difficult to find volunteers to lead some of these 
activities.  
 
This has led to Deputy Chair Joan Breslin and me concluding that Durham Connect should be 
changed or, in the limit, disbanded. The decision as to whether Durham Connect should be 
continued is one that only the town board can make. 
 
If the town board decides that the organization is to be continued, a Chair and Deputy Chair 
have to be specified in the organizational resolution that the town board will pass at the start of 
January.  
 



Here are some key questions that the town board, and/or Durham Connect’s new Chair and 
Deputy Chair, will then have to resolve: 

1. What should be the structure of Durham Connect? We tried having working groups, 
each with its own convenor, but this didn’t work very well. It would probably be better to 
have various projects, each of which would be answerable to the Chair or a town board 
member. 

2. Should the town newsletter continue? It was agreed recently to shift this from each May 
and November to just each November. If it continues, who should edit it and who on the 
town board should that person report to? (Karen Rivers, editor of all the issues thus far, 
has offered to edit a November 2023 issue.) 

3. Should the town continue to have an annual report, and if so, who should edit it and who 
on the town board should they report to? 

4. Should the town continue to have an annual meeting, and if so, who should organize it 
and who on the town board should they report to? (Anne Macpherson – 
dameannemac@gmail.com – has offered to organize a 2023 annual meeting in late 
September.) 

 
With or without the continuation of Durham Connect, the following activities will continue: 

• Mary Lou Nahas has offered to take over organizing Durham Connect’s history talks. 

• Josh Desrosiers has offered to take over organizing Durham Connect’s coffee-shop 
meetings. 

• I have offered to continue organizing Durham Connect’s hiking activities. 
 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve as Chair of Durham Connect. I wish the town 
all success in continuing these activities. 
 
 
Bernard Rivers (bernard.rivers@gmail.com), Durham Connect Chair 

mailto:dameannemac@gmail.com
mailto:bernard.rivers@gmail.com

