
Durham Connect report to the town board for the Nov. 16 meeting 
 
Here’s what has happened with Durham Connect over the past two months.  

(a) On September 18 the Economic Development working group organized a flu shot clinic 
at the town barn. 

(b) On October 5, as you know and at our request, the town board swapped Joan Breslin’s 
and my Durham Connect roles, making me Chair and Joan Deputy Chair.  

(c) On October 5, Rosemary O’Brien presented to the town board a major report 
“Broadband in Durham” from the Broadband working group. It proposed various options 
for overcoming the lack of wired broadband coverage faced by 40% of Durham's 
residents. Then, at its November 2 meeting and with no discussion, the town board 
resolved simply to “accept receipt” of the broadband report and to “continue to review, 
study and work to implement the report in accordance with the best of its ability.” I look 
forward to hearing of further progress. 

(d) On November 5 the Communications working group sent to the town board a detailed 
proposal for how to improve the town website. This is due to be discussed at the 
November 16 board meeting.  

(e) The Communications working group has just completed the fall issue of the town’s 
newsletter The Durham Courier. Copies will be sent to all Durham property owners, by 
email when possible and otherwise by postal mail. 

(f) On November 17, Durham Connect will be presented at the Greene County Legislature 
with an Ellen Rettus Planning Achievement Award from the Greene County Planning 
Board. The submission for this award was sent in by legislator Patty Handel, who wrote 
that Durham Connect arose out of a desire that the Comprehensive Plan not "just sit on 
a shelf collecting dust," and added: "Durham Connect is an innovative example of how a 
town government and residents… can work collaboratively to further their shared goals." 

(g) Finally, the Durham Connect Facebook page, organized by Melanie Wesslock, is 
regularly updated to show community events in and around Durham during the coming 
week. 

 
Bernard Rivers (bernard.rivers@gmail.com), Durham Connect Chair 
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